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tagline or one-two sentence description:  
  Thirteen-year-old Olivia Stellatella lives in the orchestra hall where 
her father works, and hates every minute of it… until one day she meets 
three ghosts who introduce her to a world of magic—and lead her to the 
truth about the mother she lost years before. 
 
who is the audience of this book? 
 Middle grade girls and boys 
  
ages and descriptions of main characters: 
Olivia, 13, skinny, long, black hair. Wears patched jeans, sneakers with the 
soles peeling off, and oversized tee-shirts from the charity store down the 
street into some kind of so-uncool-it’s-cool fashion statement. 
Igor, a fat black tomcat with green eyes, crooked gray whiskers and 
patches of matted hair all over his body. 
Henry, 13, popular jock, freckles, his wild red hair, his ears (which stuck 
out). (I’m thinking a young Prince Harry type). He’s an usher at the 
orchestra. He wears a red-and-black usher’s uniform and cap 
Three ghosts: These weren’t ordinary shadows; they looked heavy, solid, 
real. And they were shaped like humans—but deformed humans with too-
long necks and too-long limbs, shifting like black puddles from one shape 
to the next. 
Emerson Hall: Not a person, but a place. As much a character in this novel 
as any of the people! Described as one of the oldest buildings in the city. 
Curling columns topped with angel wings dotted the hallway like a silent, 
marble forest. Chandeliers hung from the ceiling. Giant staircases wound 
up to the upper floors in grand curls. Tiles covered the floor, showing 
pictures of birds, fauns, and dragons playing instruments with their claws. 
But many of the chandeliers’ bulbs were broken; the lights sometimes 
flickered on and off because of bad wiring. The carpet up the staircases 
was so old it showed through to the wood underneath in some places. So 
many of the floor tiles were missing that all those pictures didn’t really 
make sense anymore. A fiddler dragon on the floor at my feet was missing 
an eye. 



 
 
  
ten words or phrases that summarize the tone:  
classical, dark, sweet, friendly ghosts, orchestra, paranormal, middle 
grade, girl and cat, unlikely best friends, classical music 
 
give any meaningful colors that present themselves in the story: 
since this is a ghost story, there are a lot of shadows mentioned 
throughout.  So blacks, grays, shades of blue.  
 
resonant imagery/what the cover might capture 
 please see author’s tumblr:  
http://builderofworlds.tumblr.com/ 
http://builderofworlds.tumblr.com/tagged/The-October-Year 
I see Olivia in silhouette with Igor (the cat), and facing the beautiful 
orchestra’s interior, and hint of magic in the way the background is lit. 
Some cross between the covers for INSIDE OUT AND BACK AGAIN and 
LIESL AND PO.  
 
special effects? 
 Yes, please! 
 
photographic or illustrated? 
 Illustrated 
 
establish author treatment/line look? additional copy the designer should 
be aware of?  
 I’d like to include the line “Author of THE CAVENDISH HOME FOR 
BOYS AND GIRLS” under her name.  
 
would you like to see characters or a scene from the book? 
 Not necessarily. Open to suggestions!  
 
is there a standard budget for this title or is there room for expenses? 



comp titles (what will this title be competing with in the marketplace? 

  

 
 


