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Call For Good News!

We would love to celebrate
good news with you. If you have
career milestones to share,
please use this form
to submit them for the next
newsletter (examples: new book
contracts, upcoming book
releases, magazine covers or
articles, signing with an agent,
book signings, etc.).

Illustration by Diana Castillo, Instagram, Twitter

A NOTE FROM YOUR REGIONAL TEAM
Children’s creatives have just seen the end of this year’s award season. The American
Library Association’s Youth Media Awards were recently held and outstanding authors
and illustrators in nearly every genre of kidlit were honored. The awards are the
equivalent of the Grammys, Oscars, or Tonys without the red carpet, swelling
orchestra, or the song-and-dance numbers. The awards are a love letter of sorts to
books and to those who create them.
I didn’t receive an award this year. How about you? I was excited to have several
friends with whom I was able to celebrate and made a long list of books I want to
read. But I recognize that for many, the awards season may be a season of personal
reflection, a season of wondering why recognition has not come, or a season of
disappointment.
Without a doubt, we can all agree that we don’t do what we do for awards or
accolades or even for the money. (Though admittedly, we all appreciate when those
things come our way.) So, why do we do what we do? Perhaps it’s for the love of it.
The love of creating. The love of children’s books. The love of seeing words and
illustrations on the page. The love of seeing a book we created on shelves in
bookstores and libraries. And most importantly, our love of the reader.
This month maybe it’s time to show some love to your creative self. There is a myriad
of ways to do that. Go on a creative date with yourself to a museum, concert, or
exhibit. Squirrel away time for yourself to think, reflect, and create without
interruption. Register for a conference, seminar, or critique. Spend time examining
and analyzing the books you love and the work of authors who inspire you.

Call for Illustrations!

If you would like one of your
illustrations in our regional
newsletter, please submit jpegs
or links to your portfolio with
this form.

Call for Volunteers!

Many hands make light work.
We are always looking for
volunteers throughout our
region. If you are interested in
volunteering, please use this
form to let us know!

Looking for a
Critique Group?

Email Mindy Alyse Weiss at
mindyalyseweiss@gmail.com
and she will help you!

Your Regional Team

Rob Sanders, Co-RA

Becky Herzog, Co-RA

Angela Padron, ARA

Fred Koehler, IC

Awards may come, and they may not. But our love of what we do and whom we do it
for can grow and develop and make a difference with or without an award.
Sometimes loving what we do is the best reward possible.
Rob Sanders, Regional Co-Adviser
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QUOTABLE QUOTES

“Art is our memory of love. The most an artist can do through their work is say, let me show you what I have
seen, what I have loved, and perhaps you will see it and love it too.”
― Anne Bevan
“Love is a key ingredient for creativity.”
― Elie Tahari
“Art and love are the same thing: It’s the process of seeing yourself in things that are not you.”
― Chuck Klosterman
“I love writing. I love the swirl and swing of words as they tangle with human emotions.”
― James A. Michener

UPCOMING EVENTS
OUR NEXT FREE
VIRTUAL MEETING
How to Have the Most
Successful Critique Possible
Saturday, February 19, 2022
2:00-3:30 p.m.

With Lorin Oberweger

Face it, everyone goes into a critique hoping an agent might sign them or an editor might buy their work.
Fingers crossed that that might happen for you. But there are other indicators of critique success, too. Lorin
will talk about those indicators and how to really get your work ready to go before an industry professional.
What makes a novel synopsis zing? What causes a reader to be invested in your first pages? What perks up
someone’s ears in your language, word choice, and voice? All this and more will be included in this
interactive presentation that will help ensure you will be having the most successful critique possible. Bring
your current work in progress—picture book, novel, or another piece—and be ready to put into practice
what you hear and learn. (We thank Lorin for her perfect timing with this presentation since our window for
critique submissions for our upcoming Regional Conference opens the third week in February.)
ZOOM MEETING LINK:
https://scbwi.zoom.us/j/7787512559
Meeting ID: 778 751 2559
Password: Sunshine (case sensitive)
Learn more at: https://florida.scbwi.org/free-virtual-meetings/

UPCOMING EVENTS
FREE FACE-TO-FACE MEETINGS ARE BACK!
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North Florida Free Meeting

SCBWI Florida
Safety Protocols
Free Face-to-Face Meetings

Sophia Goltz: From a Dream to a Bookshelf
Sophia will share her publishing journey and discuss everything from surviving
the query trenches to writing across genres, and more! Don’t miss this great
opportunity to discuss the children’s publishing marketplace, researching, and
selling picture books, etc.

The following guidelines have
been developed based on CDC
guidelines, input from SCBWI
headquarters, and taking into
consideration the requirements of
our various meeting facilities.

See the side panel on this page for important safety protocols and below
to find the closest meeting to you!
Saturday, March 19, 2022
10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

Pablo Creek Library
Community Room A
13295 Beach Blvd
Jacksonville, FL 32246

Orlando Free Meeting

Saturday, March 12, 2022
10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
MEETING, GREETING, AND REGROUPING
After two years, Orlando area SCBWI FL members will once again meet in
person to greet old friends and welcome new ones. We’ll participate in a group
roundtable discussion where we’ll get reacquainted, welcome new members,
and discuss the future of our upcoming Orlando area meetings.
West Osceola Branch Library
305 Campus Street
Celebration, FL 34747

South Florida Free Meeting
Saturday, March 26, 2022
12:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.

WELCOME BACK ROUNDTABLE CHAT
Let’s celebrate, share roadblocks and tips, ask questions…and enjoy being
together in-person again.
West Boca Library
18685 State Road 7
Boca Raton, FL 33498

Tampa Free Meeting

Saturday, March 12, 2022
2:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.
BOOK HATCHINGS OF 2020 AND 2021
Come celebrate our fellow members as we discuss our successes, roadblocks,
and goals for the upcoming year.
Jimmie B. Keel Regional Library
2902 W. Bearss Ave.
Tampa, Florida 33618-1828

1. Please wear a mask.
2. All attendees should be
fully vaccinated or have
had a negative Covid test
within 72 hours prior to
the meeting.
3. If you are not feeling well,
please be considerate of
others and do not attend
the meeting.
4. If you are unable to attend
a face-to-face meeting,
remember, we will have
Virtual Free Meetings
every other month.
5. Masks and hand sanitizer
will be available at each
Free Meeting location if
needed.
Thank you for following our
protocols to help ensure the
health and safety of our faculty
and participants. While SCBWI
Florida has COVID-19 precautions
and procedures established for
our events, please know that you
assume all risks associated with
attending any in-person gathering.

UPCOMING EVENTS
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REUNITED AND IT FEELS SO GOOD
SCBWI FLORIDA REGIONAL CONFERENCE 2022
MAY 13-15, 2022
Hilton Orlando Lake Buena Vista –
Disney Springs Area
1751 Hotel Plaza Boulevard
Lake Buena Vista, FL 32830

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

THE CONFERENCE BY THE NUMBERS
3 Intensives
2 Panels
5 Keynote Addresses
6 Early-bird Sessions
15 Breakout Sessions
136 Critiques available
Countless friends!
Endless opportunities to learn, network, and grow!
Check out our full schedule here.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

FACULTY BY THE NUMBERS
1 Caldecott Awarding-winning Illustrator
2 Art Directors
5 Editors
5 Agents
6 Award-winning Authors
And more!
Check out our faculty here.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

FAMILIAR THINGS YOU KNOW AND LOVE
Intensives
First-page Critiques (Intensives Only)
Keynote Addresses
Breakout Sessions
Critiques
Elixir Mixer and Silent Auction on Friday night
Portfolio Showcase
Collector Pins

•
•
•

NEW TWISTS ON OLD FAVORITES
Editors and Agents Panel with a fun-interactive approach
Creatives Panel bringing authors and illustrators together
Costume Cocktail and Dance Party on Saturday night

•
•
•
•

NEW ADDITIONS
Legacy Keynote featuring Bruce Coville
Early-bird Sessions (Rise and Write, Rise and Draw, Rise
and Stretch)
3 Tips for Success Closing (hear from ALL our faculty one
last time)
SCBWI Florida Literacy Award

•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

ESPECIALLY FOR ILLUSTRATORS
2 Art Directors and a Caldecott Award-winning Illustrator
on faculty
Agents who represent illustrators on faculty
Faculty-judged Portfolio Showcase
Members-favorite Portfolio Showcase Award
Critique opportunities for portfolios, book dummies,
graphic novels
ESPECIALLY FOR PAL MEMBERS
Two PAL Breakout Sessions
First Books Panel
PAL Book Slide Show
Critique opportunities

NEED HELP UNDERSTANDING THE PARTS OF OUR CONFERENCE?
• Check out our definitions page here.
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER
February 21, 2022, 9:00 AM – Early Bird registration opens
for SCBWI Members.
March 15, 2022, 5:00 PM – Deadline to apply to be on the
First Books Panel
March 21, 2022, 9:00 AM – Regular registration opens.
April 4, 2022, 5:00 PM – Critique registration closes. All
submission MUST be received by this deadline.
April 15, 2022, 5:00 PM – Deadline to submit for the PAL
Slideshow
May 1, 2022, 11:59 PM – Deadline to nominate an
organization, institution, or program for the 2022 SCBWI
Florida Literacy Award
Check out more important dates here.

IMPORTANT COVID SAFETY PROTOCOLS
We have developed safety protocols based on CDC guidelines,
requirements and recommendations from SCBWI headquarters,
and taken into consideration the requirements of our hotel. Please
check out the protocols here.
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION

“Mirrors and Windows”
Equity & Inclusion Scholarships
We are excited to announce that applications for our “Mirrors
and Window” Equity & Inclusion Scholarships.

Scholarships Available:

• 2 intensive scholarships (Friday, May 13)
• 2 full conference scholarships (Friday, May 13-Sunday, May
15)
• 2 critique scholarships (Saturday, May 14—NOTE: You must
be registered for the conference to receive this scholarship)

First Books Panel

If your 2021 release was your first book, CONGRATULATIONS!
We will continue our Florida SCBWI tradition of a First Books
panel this May. We will send more details at a later date, but
if you are interested in participating, let Jason Pratt know at
j.jason.pratt@gmail.com. Please use the subject line First
Books Panel. Deadline is March 15, 2022. You must be
registered for the conference to participate in the panel.

PAL Slideshow

Application Period:

If you had a title published in 2021, we want to celebrate your
success. Please use the following template to create a single
Google slide about your book(s): TEMPLATE. We will include
your slide in a presentation to show at the May Conference.

Application Period Closes:

NOTE: If you have any difficulty with the template, or have any
questions, please email Jason Pratt at j.jason.pratt@gmail.com.

• Monday, February 7-Sunday, March 13, 2022
• Sunday, March 13, 2022, 11:59 PM
Click here for more details.

The slideshow is for all PAL members whether you can attend
the conference or not. Deadline is April 15, 2022. We look
forward to sharing and celebrating your success!

PAL MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
Catherine Bailey is the author of the picture books Mind Your Monsters, Hypnosis Harry, and Lucy Loves Sherman. Her newest picture
book, Hustle Bustle Bugs, will be released February 22 by Little, Brown Books for Young Readers. She lives in Stuart, Florida with her
husband and two children, where she enjoys reading, watching 1980s movies, and traveling.

JASON: Hi, Catherine! Congratulations on the warm reception your latest picture book, HUSTLE BUSTLE BUGS, is already receiving!
For those of us who have not yet had a chance to read it, could you tell us what the book is about?
CATHERINE: Thank you for the kind words! HUSTLE BUSTLE BUGS showcases the hard-working talents of common backyard bugs and
compares them to real world workers. From ants chewing up old trees (like builders clearing a construction site) to butterflies
spreading pollen (like gardeners planting seeds), we show that bugs belong to a busy community, just like people.
JASON: That sounds wonderful! It must have been fun to write. What is the best piece of writing advice you have ever received?
CATHERINE: It is essential to have your work critiqued by others, and ideally by others who are published in your genre. One of my
big breaks was getting a critique from Ellen Jackson when I was first starting out. Total game changer!
JASON: Having your work critiqued by someone already published within the same genre is invaluable advice. Thank you for sharing
that with us. What are you currently working on that you are most excited about?
CATHERINE: I always have several manuscripts in the works but am a little extra excited about two in particular. One is about
exploring an intergalactic friendship, and the other involves a forgetful squirrel. I also just started serving as a guest judge at Rate
Your Story and am adding a critique service through my website www.catherinebaileybooks.com in the next few months. So fun!
JASON: Thank you, Catherine, for taking time to speak with us. I will be sure to HUSTLE to my favorite indie bookshop (the BUSTLE of
bigger stores always BUGS me) and pick up my own copy!
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KUDOS CORNER

Catherine Bailey’s latest
picture book, HUSTLE
BUSTLE BUGS, will officially
debut on February 22, 2022,
from Little Brown Books for
Young Readers.

Joel Edward Stein‘s book,
RAQUELA’S SEDER, recently
received a starred review
from School Library Journal
and was released on
February 1, 2022!

Linda Hansen’s first picture
book, OTTO THE OTTER, A BIG
SURPRISE, was released at the
end of January!

Sophia Gholz has lots of good news this month! Mr.
Schu just featured a book trailer for BUG ON THE
RUG (releases April 15, 2022), and JACK HORNER,
DINOSAUR HUNTER! was chosen to be shared by the
Amelia Island Book Festival Authors in Schools
program!

DO YOU HAVE GOOD NEWS TO
SHARE?
We would love to celebrate good news with you.
If you have career milestones to share, please use
this form to submit them for the next newsletter
(examples: new books contracts, upcoming book
releases, magazine covers or articles, signing with
an agent, book signings, etc.).

Mark H. Newhouse’s book, MY
FAMILY SECRET: THE
HOLOCAUST, won the silver
Medal Young Adult Fiction in
The Florida Writers Association
Royal Palm Literary Awards.
Sheilia Herrera is excited to announce that is she
represented by Analieze Cervantes with the
Harvey Klinger Literary Agency!
Audrey Ades's book, I AM
MOZART, TOO: THE LOST
GENIUS OF MARIA ANNA
MOZART, releases on
February 22, 2022, from
Macmillan!

Eileen Meyer’s book, THE
SUPERLATIVE A. LINCOLN,
was chosen by two
schools for the Amelia
Island Book Festival.

Jill Dana Siegal’s book,
BUTTERNUT, was
released on February 1,
2022, from Marshall
Cavendish, International!

HAVE YOU RENEWED YOUR
MEMBERSHIP?
Visit www.scbwi.org to renew your membership
and update your email and mailing address!

CLICK TO CONNECT WITH THE SCBWI FLORIDA REGION

