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Call For Good News!

We would love to celebrate
good news with you. If you have
career milestones to share,
please use this form
to submit them for the next
newsletter (examples: new book
contracts, upcoming book
releases, magazine covers or
articles, signing with an agent,
book signings, etc.).
Illustration by Andrea Tripke, Instagram, Twitter, Facebook

A NOTE FROM YOUR REGIONAL TEAM
Happy New Year, fellow creators! Do you make New Year's Resolutions? Believe it
or not, my big resolution for 2022 is to be more like my favorite animal, the sloth.
Let me explain.
After the unprecedented craziness of 2020, I was certain that 2021 would be
better. But 2021 felt even more draining than the previous year. In addition to all
the uncertainty in the world, I also felt like I was constantly running from task to
task but accomplishing little. My writing especially suffered.
So, when I sat down on January 1st, I thought about what I wanted to do
differently. This is when I turned to my favorite animal for inspiration. Sloths are
often looked at as a symbol of laziness. I see them differently. They are deliberate
and intentional creatures. Yes, they are slow, but they manage to get everything
done that they need to, and they always seem to have a smile on their faces while
they do it. How could I be more sloth-like in my goals and day-to-day activities?
For starters, I want to take a deep breath each morning and deliberately choose
how I spend my time. Yes, the kids still need to be driven all over the place, I still
have a million things to do for work, and I still desperately want to finish my novel
(and perhaps even start a new one). But instead of running around not getting
anything done, I hope to take a page from the sloth’s book and slow down.
My hope for 2022 is that we can all be more deliberate and intentional in our
creative endeavors. And, like the sloth, I hope our achievements—both big and
small-bring a smile on our faces.
Becky Herzog, Regional Co-Advisor

Call for Illustrations!

If you would like one of your
illustrations in our regional
newsletter, please submit jpegs
or links to your portfolio with
this form.

Call for Volunteers!

Many hands make light work.
We are always looking for
volunteers throughout our
region. If you are interested in
volunteering, please use this
form to let us know!

Looking for a
Critique Group?

Email Mindy Alyse Weiss at
mindyalyseweiss@gmail.com
and she will help you!

Your Regional Team

Rob Sanders, Co-RA

Becky Herzog, Co-RA

Angela Padron, ARA

Fred Koehler, IC
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LOOKING BACK
ROUNDTABLES—A
HOLIDAY HIT!

SCBWI Florida members from around the state (and outside the state) joined together for our second annual Holiday
Virtual Roundtables on Saturday, December 11. Despite the heat, there were sweaters, scarves, stocking caps, and
even one person with gift ribbons in her hair! We enjoyed the opportunity to chat and socialize in breakout rooms
where scavenger hunts, Q&A, discussions, updates, celebrations, and more helped break the ice and allowed us to get
to know one another. Old friends were reunited, new friendships were made, critique groups were formed, and
creative partnerships were forged. The event was concluded as the group came together for one last hoorah in 2021
and a toast to 2022. And who can forget the special holiday song which was written and performed by Joni KleinHigger? Our thanks to our roundtable moderators: Mindy Weiss, JC Kato, Eileen Meyer, Jan Eldridge, and Rob Sanders.
Big appreciation goes out to our tech gurus: Becky Herzog, Robert Herrick, and Erica Romero. We’re also grateful to
Moira Donohue for pitching in to help. Here’s to 2022 and more special times together with our SCBWI friends!

UPCOMING EVENTS
OUR NEXT FREE
VIRTUAL MEETING
How to Have the Most
Successful Critique Possible
Saturday, February 19, 2022
2:00-3:30 p.m.

With Lorin Oberweger

Face it, everyone goes into a critique hoping an agent might sign them or an editor might buy their work. Fingers
crossed that that might happen for you. But there are other indicators of critique success, too. Lorin will talk about
those indicators and how to really get your work ready to go before an industry professional. What makes a novel
synopsis zing? What causes a reader to be invested in your first pages? What perks up someone’s ears in your
language, word choice, and voice? All this and more will be included in this interactive presentation that will help
ensure you will be having the most successful critique possible. Bring your current work in progress—picture book,
novel, or another piece—and be ready to put into practice what you hear and learn. (We thank Lorin for her perfect
timing with this presentation since our window for critique submissions for our upcoming Regional Conference opens
the third week in February.)
ZOOM MEETING LINK:
https://scbwi.zoom.us/j/7787512559
Meeting ID: 778 751 2559
Password: Sunshine (case sensitive)
Learn more at: https://florida.scbwi.org/free-virtual-meetings/

UPCOMING EVENTS
FREE FACE-TO-FACE MEETINGS in 2022
In an effort to keep our SCBWI Florida members safe, we made the
decision to cancel face-to-face meetings in January.
As you know, we plan to offer a rotating schedule of face-to-face
meetings and virtual meetings. We hope to be able to resume our
face-to-face meetings in March. Our Free Meeting Facilitators in each
area of the state will be planning and hosting meetings at local
libraries. Each meeting will follow the health protocols of the county
and library where the meeting is held as well as our SCBWI guidelines.
In addition, we will be working to reserve the largest rooms possible,
space out seating, provide hand sanitizer, and take other precautions
to keep everyone healthy. If you are unable to attend a face-to-face
meeting due to health concerns, do not worry. We will also be offering
virtual meetings at other times. However, the face-to-face meetings
themselves will not be broadcast.
The purposes of free meetings (whether virtual or face-to-face) are
two-fold. Free meetings bring learning closer to our members and
provide opportunities for them to grow their knowledge and craft on a
regular basis. In addition, free meetings allow our PAL members to
have opportunities to present in front of an audience. Many of those
who have spoken at our meetings have gone on to teach online and at
conferences, and to share their skills and knowledge in other ways. If
you are a PAL member who is interested in being considered to speak
at a meeting, please complete this form.
Watch for next month’s issue of Kite Tales, as well as the website, for
up-to-date information on future face-to-face meetings. For now, join
us in thanking our Free Meeting Facilitators who will continue to help
us learn and grow:

Free Meeting Facilitator Team
Free Meeting Coordinator/
Virtual and Orlando Facilitator
Jan Eldredge
Jacksonville Area Facilitator
Eileen Meyer
South Florida Facilitator
Mindy Weiss
Tampa Bay Area Facilitator
JC Kato
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SCBWI Florida
Safety Protocols
Free Face-to-Face Meetings
The following guidelines have
been developed based on CDC
guidelines, input from SCBWI
headquarters, and taking into
consideration the requirements of
our various meeting facilities.
1. Please wear a mask.
2. All attendees should be
fully vaccinated or have
had a negative Covid test
within 72 hours prior to
the meeting.
3. If you are not feeling well,
please be considerate of
others and do not attend
the meeting.
4. If you are unable to attend
a face-to-face meeting,
remember, we will have
Virtual Free Meetings
every other month.
5. Masks and hand sanitizer
will be available at each
Free Meeting location if
needed.
Thank you for following our
protocols to help ensure the
health and safety of our faculty
and participants. While SCBWI
Florida has COVID-19 precautions
and procedures established for
our events, please know that you
assume all risks associated with
attending any in-person gathering.

UPCOMING EVENTS
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SCBWI FLORIDA REGIONAL CONFERENCE
2022
Mark your calendar NOW!
Intensives, Friday, May 13, 2022
9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Conference, Friday, May 13, 2022, 4:30 p.m. Sunday, May 15, 2022, 1:00 p.m.

2022 REGIONAL CONFERENCE
IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMEBER
February 21, 2022

Early Bird Registration opens. Critique registration also opens. (Limit one critique per registrant at this
time.)

March 21, 2022

Regular Registration opens, and if critiques slots are still available, registrants may sign up and pay for a
second critique.

March 28, 2022

If any critique slots remain open, registrants may sign up for the remaining slots—no limit.

April 4, 2022

Critique registration closes. Deadline to submit manuscripts, portfolios, and dummies.
For more information, including faculty bios, CLICK HERE

SOME QUOTES FOR THE NEW YEAR
“Isn't it nice to think that tomorrow is a new day with no mistakes in it yet?”
― L.M. Montgomery
“The artist is always beginning. Any work of art which is not a beginning, an invention, a discovery is of little worth.”
― Ezra Pound
“The horizon leans forward,
Offering you space to place new steps of change.”
― Maya Angelou
2022 holds new opportunities for all of us. New, unknown opportunities we can’t even perceive of at this point in time.
There are no mistakes to correct, no new problems to solve, no hurdles we have to jump. Just opportunities. I encourage
you to latch onto this new beginning and to create, discover, and embrace the kind of year you want. What is on your
2022 horizon? Lean forward. Take a good look. Then step into the year.
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KUDOS CORNER

Alexandra Alessandri’s book,
ISABEL AND HER COLORES GO
TO SCHOOL, was selected as
one of the Best Read Aloud
Picture Books of 2021 by The
Bookstagang’s Best Picture
Books of 2021 Awards.
Joana Pastro‘s second
picture book, BISA'S
CARNAVAL, illustrated by
Carolina Coroa (Scholastic)
was released on December 7,
2021!
Jackie Morera signed with agent Tara Gonzalez at
Erin Murphy Literary Agency!
Alexandra Alessandri’s picture
book FELIZ NEW YEAR, AVA
GABRIELA! won the Bronze
Medal in 2021 International
Latino Book Awards - Best First
Book Children & Youth.

Donna Boock’s book, MOO-LALA-TI-DA!, a story of mending
broken friendships and the
importance of saying "I'm sorry,"
was released in August of 2021.

DO YOU HAVE GOOD NEWS TO
SHARE?
We would love to celebrate good news with you.
If you have career milestones to share, please use
this form to submit them for the next newsletter
(examples: new books contracts, upcoming book
releases, magazine covers or articles, signing with
an agent, book signings, etc.).

Lynne Marie was chosen for
the Amelia Island Authors In
Schools Program for LET'S EAT!
MEALTIME AROUND THE
WORLD.
Rob Sanders and Shannon Hitchcock both had
books included on Betsy Bird’s Fuse 8 Best
Nonfiction of 2021 list.
Jo Jo Harder's book,
AMERICA'S TOP DOG MODEL
BOOK OF FAIRY TAILS, is an
award-winning finalist in the
2021 American Book Fest Best
Book Awards.
Cindy Lescarbeau is published her poem, REASON
TO CELEBRATE, is the featured cover for Focus on
the Family's Clubhouse JR magazine.
Lynne Marie’s book THE THREE
LITTLE PIGS AND THE ROCKET
PROJECT, a STEM fractured fairy
tale, being released on January
15, 2022.
Angela Quezada Padron’s authorial debut,
MARIGOL: HOW MARIBEL DOMINGUEZ PROVED
SOCCER IS A GIRL’S SPORT will be published by Lee
and Low in the summer of 2023.

HAVE YOU RENEWED YOUR
MEMBERSHIP?
Visit www.scbwi.org to renew your membership
and update your email and mailing address!

CLICK TO CONNECT WITH THE SCBWI FLORIDA REGION

